
                                                                                                                       Name: _______________________________ 
 

Starting Your Story 
Hooking Your Reader 
 
Directions: Get your reader's attention early. Hook them. Here 
are some techniques that you can try. 

 
 

 
 
1. Onomatopoeia: Start with a sound effect and then describe what made the sound.  
Ex: Crack! The storm raged and the wind whistled as I lay in bed. 
 
Now write the first couple sentences of your narrative essay using this technique: 
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
2. Dialogue: Start with a character's words. Use quotation marks around their words. 
Ex: "Thomas! It's time to wake up. You're going to be late!" my mom yelled. 
 
Now write the first couple sentences of your narrative essay using this technique: 
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
3. Describe the Setting: Spend one or two sentences on imagery or sensory details.  
Ex: The snow gathered on the window as we sat in the classroom. 
 
Now write the first couple sentences of your narrative essay using this technique: 
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 


